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them. The Khingrave in due time came to Paris and called
on the Due de Coislin. When he was going, there was such a,
profusion of compliments, and the Due insisted so "much oil
seeing him out, that the Khingrave, as a last resource, ran out
of the room, and double locked the door outside. M. de Coislia
was not thus to be outdone. His apartments were only a few
feet above the ground. He opened the window accordingly,
leaped out into the court, and arrived thus at the entrance-door
before the Rliingrave, who thought the devil must have carried
him there. The Due de Coislin, however, had managed to put
his thumb out of joint by this leap. He called in Felix, chief
surgeon of the King, who soon put the thumb to rights. Soon
afterwards Felix made a call upon M. de Coislin to see how he
was, and found that the cure was perfect. As he was about to
leave, M. de Coislin must needs open the door for him. Felix,
with a shower of bows, tried hard to prevent this, and while
they were thus vying in politeness, each with a hand upon
the door, the Due suddenly drew back; he had put his thumb
out of joint again, and Felix was obliged to attend to it on the
.spot! It may be imagined what laughter this story caused the
King, and everybody else, when it became .known.

There was no end to the outrageous civilities of M. de Coislin.
On returning from Fontainebleau one day, we, that is Madame
de Saint-Simon and myself, encountered M. de Coislin and his
son, M. de Metz, on foot upon the pavement of Ponthierry,
where their coach had broken down. We sent word, ac-
cordingly, that we should be glad to accommodate them in
ours. But message followed message on both sides; and at
last I was compelled to alight and to walk through the mud,
begging them to mount into my coach. M. de Coislin, yielding
to my prayers, consented to this. M. de Metz was furious with
him for his compliments, and at last prevailed on him. When
M. de Coislin had accepted my offer and we had nothing more
to do than to gain the coach, he began to capitulate, and to
protest that he would not displace the two young ladies he
saw seated in the vehicle. I told him that the two young
ladies were chambermaids, who could well afford to wait until